Story Of A Fighting Newspaper

The following article was written by Janet Jagan,
Editor of Mirror and President of the Union of Guyanese
Journalists (UGJ) for the Democratic Journalist, periodi-
cal of the International Organisation of Journalists (10J).
The U.G.J. is affiliated to the 1.0.J. for many years, and is.
currently forging stronger links with F.E.L.A.P. (Federa-
tion of Latin American Journalists):

Despite all the pressures on the Mirror, from its earliest
beginnings tc the present, the most noteworthy features
are that it has survived as a paper and. it has never lost
its fighting spirit, its basic policy of backing the struggles
of the working people and its adherence to truthful and
honest coverage of the news. The Mirror has been a source
of information, guidance and interpretation in under-
standing both local and international events. At no time
has it deviated from its advocacy of the rights of the
Guyanese working people. At the same time, it has taken
up a good number of ideological issues, exposing anti-
communist tricks and subterfuges. It has published facts
and figures and information that no other press in Gur
ana will print.

Mirror began as a small weekly paper. It later became
a daily newspaper, with a soaring circulation, also havine
{he traditional enlarged Sunday edition. When the Mirror
was first introduced in December 1962, the nation had al-
ready been through a traumatic period of burning, looting
and mass demonstrations organised by Guyana’s big busi-
nessmen, determined to bring down the democratically
elected government of the People’s Progressive Party
(PPP). These events took place at a time when the govern-
ment was introducing legislation for higher taxes on big
business interests. More was yet to come!

The right-wing press, which included the Chronicle,
Argosy and Evening Post, the privately owned radio sta-
tion and even the Government Information Services were
hostile to the government led by the country’s first pre-
mier, Cheddi Jagan. It might{ seem surprising that the
list includes the Government Information Services (GIS),
but the reality was that the government was not permit-
ted control over a number of government sectors, includ-
ing foreign affairs, finance and the civil service. In the

9




Copyright © Nadira Jagan-Brancier 2009





This clearly to my mind, amounts to newspaper control

and not newsprint a.nd/or printing equipment cont:

The government appealed against the decision and'-
hearing commenced two years later — 1978. The Appeal -

Court reversed the decision in favour of the government,
and in addition, the’Mirror was taxed costs'to the tune
of G$24,119!

The Mirror was“not only subjected to. adverge ‘court
rulings but it was also subjected to repeated libel suits.
‘There were attempts to sabotage the printing -press in

which acid and sand were thrown into the machine by -
agent-provocateurs, but the main assault, however, was -

the ongoing cam%%lg'n to starve the Mm-or of newsprint

Since December 1977, the government has flatly re-
fused to allow the New Guyana Company to import news-
print. It has been forced to purchase on a week-to-week

hasis from the state-owned Guyana National Newspapers. .

Limited. The printers and publishers of the Mirror have

been obliged to purchase newsprint at whatever prices and

quantity “dictated by the state-owned firm. The price dur-
ing 1982 was about three times the normal prices.” As

a result, the Mirror has had to cease publishing as a daily. .

newspaper and now prints only once per week, Fonne'rly,
the Sunday issue was 24 pages, then it was recluced
16 pages. Now it is only four pages. -

These difficulties notwithstanding, - the error con-
tinues to be the most widely read newspaper in Guyana.
The name, Mirror, is known in almost every home ‘both ih
the city and countryside in fact, Mirror is vu-tua.lly 8
household word.

Like every progresive mewspaper circulating’ drider

regimes of an undemocratic character, the Mirror
has to struggle for its survival as well as for “its
rights as a newspaper. In this endeavour, it relies
on the support and solidarity of progressive journalists
and other media workers nationally and internationally,
but above all, on the active support of its readership, and
the prog'resmve and democratic forces in Guyana.
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